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2026 AUDITION INFORMATION 
 

 
 

 
Hello, and thank you so much for your interest in our 2026 season of the Highlands 

Summer Festival. My name is Douglas Walker, and I am the Artistic Producer. I cannot wait to 
share the season with both you and the people of Haliburton. Working with Highlands 
Summer Festival in the past has shown me how much talent lives in the Haliburton Highlands. 
I look forward to showcasing the many and amazing talents of the community here.  

If you are new to the Highlands Summer Festival, or even new to live theatre, we 
encourage you to audition for a role. 

You may wish to contact us about contributing in another capacity.  We are committed 
to developing skills in all areas of theatre performance and production. Please consider taking 
part in the Festival in some capacity. Many individuals contribute by building sets and 
costumes, being part of the running crew or assisting with Front of House. This kind of 
contribution can be tremendously rewarding. Please consider joining us.  

The Highlands Summer Festival is a regionally based community theatre with 
charitable status. We pride ourselves on producing theatre of the highest calibre. Our goal is 
to work hard to improve each year – in every facet of our operation. We are looking for people 
eager to help us achieve that goal again this season. 

Please contact us directly if you would like more information about the Festival or the 
auditions: 

 
Douglas Walker     Artistic Producer       647-229-440   douglaswalkeractor@gmail.com 
Melissa Stephens  Executive Producer  705-455-2366  melistep@gmail.com 



                 Anne of Green Gables  

           By Donald Harron & Norman Campbell 
 
Based on the beloved novel by L.M. Montgomery, Anne of Green Gables – The 
Musical™ follows the precocious and imaginative Anne Shirley as she captures the hearts 
and minds of her newfound family and neighbors in the small farming community of Avonlea – 
simply by virtue of her own pluck and personality. This original, glorious adaptation – now 
firmly embedded in Canadian national culture and musical theatre canon – continues to 
enrapture audiences around the world with its rich score and a rare, affecting story for all 
ages. 
 

Cast of Characters 

Anne Shirley 
An intelligent, self-sufficient orphan whose bravery and kind heart bring a fresh outlook and 
bright light to those around her. Redheaded, freckled, and homely looking. Short temper. 
Talkative, chipper, and stubborn. 
Gender: Female 
Age: 14 to 18 
Vocal range top: E5 
Vocal range bottom: A3 
 
Matthew Cuthbert 
The warm-hearted and affectionate brother of Marilla. Shy and quiet but quickly brought to life 
by Anne's constant devotion. Gives way to Marilla's wishes around the house and finds a 
kindred spirit in Anne. 
Gender: Male 
Age: 60 to 70 
Vocal range top: F5 
Vocal range bottom: A3 
 
Marilla Cuthbert 
An older woman whose stern exterior gives way to a warm and loyal heart. Owns Green 
Gables with her brother Matthew. Runs the household and holds her emotions in. Proud of 
Anne. 
Gender: Female 
Age: 55 to 65 
Vocal range top: D5 
Vocal range bottom: A3 
 
Gilbert Blythe 
A strong-willed and intelligent man who dreams of becoming a doctor. Rivals Anne for top 
marks in school. His heart is quickly captured by Anne. Self-assured. Charming. Hard working. 
Gender: Male 
Age: 16 to 20 
Vocal range top: F5 
Vocal range bottom: B3 



 
Diana Barry 
Brought up in a more traditional home, she is captivated by Anne and becomes her best friend. 
Sweet and caring. Pretty but in no way vain. 
Gender: Female 
Age: 14 to 18 
Vocal range top: E5 
Vocal range bottom: A3 
 
Rachel Lynde 
Marilla's friend and busybody neighbor. Warns the Cuthberts against taking in an orphan but is 
eventually won over. Gossips and over-exaggerates. Makes fun of Anne's physical 
shortcomings when she has some of her own. 
Gender: Female 
Age: 35 to 55 
Vocal range top: D5 
Vocal range bottom: G3 
 
Mrs. Barry 
Diana's mother. Worries about her daughter's associations. Fussy nature gives way to an open 
heart when Anne saves her youngest daughter. 
Gender: Female 
Age: 35 to 55 
Vocal range top: C5 
Vocal range bottom: A3 
 
Josie Pye 
An Avonlea schoolgirl who antagonizes Anne Shirley and vies for Gilbert's attention. Not 
particularly smart or hard working. Aloof. A party girl who is brash and effortlessly abrasive. 
Gender: Female 
Age: 14 to 18 
Vocal range top: E5 
Vocal range bottom: E4 
Postmaster 
 
Mr. Phillips 
The schoolmaster. He is a kind man but insists on respect and good behavior from his 
students and sometimes must be accordingly harsh with them. 
Gender: Male 
Age: 40 to 60 
Vocal range top: G5 
Vocal range bottom: B3 

             
  



Doris & Ivy In The Home 

By Norm Foster 
 
Life – or at least a second chance at it – begins at age 70+, as Norm Foster tackles with his 
typical wit and wisdom in this comedy about love and friendship among those in their twilight 
years.  Retired prison guard Doris Mooney has just moved into Paradise Village, a retirement 
home in Canmore, Alberta. She quickly befriends Ivy Hoffbauer, a former champion skier 
who’s taken aback by Doris’ cheerful brashness. Rounding out the trio is dapper Arthur 
Beech, who has designs on Ivy.  What follows is a riotous tale that will shatter your 
preconceived notions of what “senior living” ought to be.  

Cast of Characters 
 
Doris Mooney 
A lively forward and boisterous retired prison guard with a sharp wit and no-nonsense 
attitude. She is cheerful, candid, and often uses humor to navigate life. She moves into 
Paradise Village, a retirement home in Canmore, Alberta, seeking friendship after a loveless 
marriage. She is fascinated by the goings on around her and quickly becomes a central, 
bridge building figure among the residents 
Age Range: Senior (implied 60s to 70s+) 
 
Ivy Hoffbauer 
A woman of strength, resilience and grace; a former champion skier who was once an 
Olympic athlete. Initially reserved, proper, almost stand-offish, and taken aback by Doris’s 
brashness, she discovers a kindred spirit in her new friend. Her journey involves rediscovering 
herself and opening up to new possibilities, including an unexpected romantic interest. She is 
originally from Austria 
Age Range: Senior (implied 60s to 70s+) 
 
Arthur Beech 
A charming gentleman with refined taste, a gentle demeanour, a dapper style of dress, and an 
appreciation for poetry. A retired English professor, Arthur has a short time to live and wants 
to find one last love in his final days, pursuing ivy. He is a kind and heartfelt character who 
helps bring the women together.  
Age Range: Senior (implied 60s to 70s+) 
 

  



Too Many Cooks 

By Marcia Kash & Douglas E. Hughes 
 
It’s 1932 in Niagara Falls, Ontario, where the rum-running business is at its peak. In the 
aftermath of the Crash, Irving Bubbalowe and his daughter Honey, have risked everything 
they have to open a new gourmet restaurant. When their star – the renowned singing chef, 
Francois LaPlouffe, fails to appear, tonight’s grand opening is suddenly placed in jeopardy. 
However, when unemployed chef Frank Plunkett wanders in looking for work, Honey 
persuades him to masquerade as the missing LaPlouffe. The beleaguered Bubbalowe, 
meanwhile must contend with Chicago gangster Alphonse Feghetti and his sidekick who have 
come looking for an illegal shipment of booze that, unbeknownst to Bubbalowe, has found its 
way into his basement. In addition, Bubbalowe must keep at bay the hot-blooded Immigration 
officer, Veronica Snook, on the trail of the vanished chef, as well as suspicious teetotalling 
Mountie who is ready to arrest Bubbalowe for murder and bootlegging. Madness ensues!  
 

Cast of Characters 
 
Irving Bubbalowe 
An affable fellow and proprietor of “Chateau Bubbalowe” restaurant who struggles to keep his 
business and his daughter safe amid a cascade of fabricated stories and identities. 
 
Honey Bubbalowe 
Irving’s pragmatic, practical and quick-witted daughter. She uses quick changes and 
disguises to help her father maintain the charade during the grand opening.  
 
Mickey McCall 
A ne’er-do-well delivery and for the Dominion Warehouse, and a “treasonous booze runner” 
 
Frank Plunkett:  
An unemployed, down-on-his-luck chef who is persuaded to masquerade as the missing 
French singing chef, François LaPlouffe. 
 
Alphonse “Noodles” Feghetti 
A Chicago mob boss, a stereotypical gangster who brings a mix of menace and humour to 
the role as he looks for an illegal shipment of booze. 
 
Shirley 
The mob enforcer and Al’s right-hand man, an imposing presence. 
 
Veronica Snook 
A dogged and hot-blooded investigator for Canadian immigration, on the trail of the vanished 
chef. 
 
Hamilton X. Effing 
An RCMP constable described as a “Dudley Do-right” type character who is a teetotaller until 
stumbling into a spiked punch, leading to physical comedy. 



Auditions for 

Anne of Green Gables, Doris & Ivy In The Home, 
Too Many Cooks 

 
 Saturday 31st January & Sunday 1st February 

Haliburton United Church, 10 George St, Haliburton K0M 1S0. 
 
 
The Highlands Summer Festival celebrates diversity and inclusiveness. All are welcome to 
audition. Note: Ages listed for a character may refer to the character’s age in the script or the 
performer age range and serve as guidelines only.  
 
 

*To arrange for an audition, please contact: 
 

Sylvia Perkins by emailing her at: 
sylvia.perkins55@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

Audition Requirements 
 

• Please complete and print the last page of this package (page 10 – the Audition 
Information Sheet) and bring it to your audition.  

• Dress comfortably, bring indoor shoes, and wear a mask if you wish.  
• For any questions, please contact Dougie at douglaswalkeractor@gmail.com 

 
Those who are new to the Festival should be prepared to either perform a short monologue 
(maximum 2 minutes) or tell a short story. You may be asked to read “sides” (a short scene) – 
this may extend your audition time.  
 
If you wish to audition for the musical (and are new to us), we will need to hear you sing. You 
can sing a cappella (without accompaniment), or you can sing with a backing track on a 
device (make sure it is a karaoke track–we want to hear you sing), or Melissa Stephens will 
accompany you playing music which you provide. Please sing something which is NOT 
from Anne of Green Gables. We may only need to hear 16 bars of the song or (Verse, 
Chorus) whatever showcases you best. If you have questions about singing at your audition, 
please contact Melissa Stephens – melistep@gmail.com 
 
 
 



Self-Tape Requirements 
 
If you are unable to make our in-person auditions. You are more than welcome to submit a 
self-tape for consideration. Please send self-tapes to Douglas Walker, 
douglaswalkeractor@gmail.com. The following are tips and requirements for your tape, to 
help set you up for success.  
 

• Please film yourself in Landscape mode (not portrait)  
• Does not have to be a full length shot, it can be from the waist up. The most important 

thing is to make sure you are clearly visible.  
• Please begin your tape by giving your name and the show you’d like to be considered 

for. 
• Please perform one monologue of your choice.  
• If auditioning for Anne of Green Gables, please also include 1 short video of you 

singing. No longer than 1 minute, either a capella, with karaoke track, or accompanying 
yourself.  

• Tape can be uploaded to YouTube as an unlisted video and you can email a link. 
Alternatively, you can send the file via wetransfer.com 

• Please confirm with Douglas that you have sent a taped audition and/or received it. 
 
 

You are encouraged to be familiar with the plays and the musical. Please contact Douglas 
Walker at douglaswalkeractor@gmail.com or Melissa Stephens at melistep@gmail.com and 
we will send you more information on your desired show.  
 
Please note - The casting process takes time and is a critical part of each production – 
it may be several weeks before it is finalized. 
 

Rehearsal Schedule 
 
It is our expectation that a minimum of 100 hours of rehearsal time for each production will 
have been achieved prior to performance (120 hours for Anne of Green Gables). The weekly 
rehearsal schedule will be established by the director with the stage manager. However, each 
production rehearses every week on Saturday and Sunday during the day, beginning at the 
end of April or sometime in May, depending on the date of the production’s opening.  
 
Please note: The Festival moves into the theatre towards the end of June. During the ten days 
to two weeks prior to each production’s opening (see dates below), rehearsals will be more 
frequent and will require everyone in attendance. 
 

  



Performance Schedule 
 
Anne of Green Gables June 29, 30, July 1, 2, 3*, 5*, 6, 7, 8* 
 
Doris and Ivy in the Home July 13, 14, 15, 16, 17*, 19*, 20 
 
Too Many Cooks July 27, 28, 29, 30, 31* 
 
Curtain Times:  Evenings at 7:00 PM    * Matinees at 2:00 PM 
 

The Commitment 
 
Part of the mandate of the Highlands Summer Festival is to develop the talents and skills of 
people, especially young people, in the performing arts. And wherever possible, we prefer to 
utilize the talents of the residents of Haliburton County.  
 
In attempting to achieve this goal, a commitment of time, talent and energy must be made by 
all involved. The expectation is that performers will be in attendance and on time for all 
rehearsals when they are called. It is further expected that performers will be willing to assist, 
within their skills, with move-ins and move-outs of Festival shows, especially their own. If you 
decide to audition, we hope you can make this commitment. We understand, of course, that 
some people will have work or previous family commitments.  
 
Please note schedule conflicts on your audition form. 
  



Audition Information Sheet 
 
Please print this page, print your information legibly, and bring it with you to the audition. 
 
Name ______________________________________ 
 
Address __________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell #________________________________________  
  
Other _______________________________________ 
 
Email ________________________________________________________________  
 
Age (if under 18) _______ email: ___________________________________________ 
 
Parent email:  _______________________________________________________ 
 
The above information will be used by the Festival to contact you and will be retained only if you are 
cast or you have indicated an interest in other aspects of the Festival. The contact information is 
shared only with others involved in the Festival. 
 
If you are familiar with the musical or plays, you may wish to indicate which roles you are interested in 
auditioning for. I am interested in auditioning for the role(s) of: 
 
 
______________________________________  _____________________________________ 
 
Stage Management, Crew, Set Construction, Painting, Costumes, Props, Front of House 
The Festival depends on reliable backstage help from people with a strong work ethic and a desire to 
help bring our plays to life. Of extreme importance are assistant stage managers, crew and set, 
costumes, and prop builders. We offer support and training for all of these positions. Please let us 
know if you wish to contribute in any of these areas. 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________   
   
Please indicate specifically any conflicts you have with the rehearsal schedule: 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
      
Your signature (or parent’s signature, if under 18): 
 
 
  
_______________________________________________________Date: ________________, 2026 
 
You may use the space on the back to summarize any experience and/or training you have which you 
would like us to be aware of, or you may attach a resume. 


